
Our story begins...  
around 1780 when a young man se�les in Dunbarton, choosing a site to build his log cabin along a County Road that 

connected Canada and Boston. William Beard set about clearing his land of trees and the boun!ful New Hampshire 

rocks with one specialty crop in mind:  hops. His choice of crop is understandable since Beard was born in Hillsborough 

County, home to a burgeoning hops industry in New Hampshire in the late 1700s.  

 

Stone family records show that Beard may have spent a few years cul!va!ng his land before he could begin harves!ng 

his hops. Growing hops was labor intensive. Beard would have plowed whatever nutrients he could find into the fields 

and then placed the hops plan!ngs seven to eight feet apart. As the plants grew, he would have set poles, 13 to 20 

feet in height, next to each plant for the vines to climb. The vines were “trained” or !ed to the poles with woolen 

twine. A2er harves!ng, the hops were kiln dried and then bagged for shipping. Beard loaded the bags onto wagons 

and hauled them by ox teams to Boston to be sold. 

 

Beard married Deliverance Hasel!ne in 1782 and they had a daughter named Mary. In 1793, Beard replaced his log 

cabin with a new home that he opened as a tavern for a few years, welcoming travelers heading north towards Cana-

da or south to Boston.  

 

So how does the Stone family fit into this story? In a word, love. Eventually Beards daughter Mary met James Stone. 

The story goes that James had moved to Dunbarton from Henniker when he was 21 years old and was living with the 

Reverend Walter Harris, the first pastor of the Dunbarton Congrega!onal Church. He and Mary married in 1809. James 

joined the Beard hops business that same year as a co-worker. He and Mary had 11 children including a son named 

James Hasel!ne Stone. In 1853, James H. Stone and his wife, Hanna Lund, built the current Stone homestead, known 

as “Stonehurst”, south of the Beard homestead. This was the beginning of the Stone legacy. 

 

The picture shows William Beard’s 1793 farmhouse before it burned in the late 1920s. The impressive founda!on and 

cellar holes of the various structures associated with the homestead are s!ll visible today, some over 200 years old. 

They lie on a stretch of that old County Road now known as Stone Road, all part of the current Stone Farm acreage 

proposed for conserva!on. Plans are already in the works to keep the area clear of brush so that visitors will always 

have a clear view of this important historical site. Not much imagina!on is needed for visitors to truly step back in 

!me.  

 

There’s lots more to tell, so watch for more “Stories of the Stone Farm” coming your way! For more informa!on on 

the Stone Farm Conserva!on Campaign or to make a dona!on, go to www.5RTC.org. 

 

They say that every picture tells a 

story, and this one is no exception. It 

represents the origins of the Stone 

Farm that, over six  generations, has 

become an  important part of       

Dunbarton’s  history. 

 


